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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GErALD € MANN

Honoravle T, K. Trimble, First Assistant
State Superintendent ot Publis Instruotion
Austin, Texsas

Dear Siri

Bth Leglslature,
¥ Superintendent
Trustees of Uadi-
gsume oompleis

;Y Supexninkéndent and County Board

Madisgon Oounty. soting under tuae
Qf By B. Noe 457, cmokd by the 48th
lete coatrol of &
rict within t Gounty.

spreciate your opinfon as to whether
brred to above gives the County Supere
intendent and Count Bou-d of Trustees of Madison
County sush aut‘lmri

. We have ucwh&md from our gonveraation with you
bow Houge Bill No. 457 was vetoed by the Governor and that
the aontention is being made that because the Governor per-
mitted the BL1l to reusin on his desk for soventeen days
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without his signature or veto the bill became law by limie
tation and that his veto came too late,

_ We have examined a aoﬁy of the bill menticned, the
caption of which reads es follows}

AN ACT providing for the sontrol and manage-
ment of the affairs of the Chappell Hill Inde~-
pendent Sohool District in Madigon County, Texas,
to be vested in the County Board of sohooi Trus-
tees) providing that the sontrol and management
of said Distriet shall hersafter he vested in
the County Board of 3chool Trustees to be axzer-
cised by 1t in the mannar now authorized by ox-
isting lawsj repealing all laws and parta of laws
in conslict with this Aot} and declaring an emalr=
&8N0y . .

This bill is clearly s local or special law sinoe it
applies to only oues school distriet in the State of Texaas,

| Replying to your inquiry, 4% is our opinion that it is
immaterial whether the Governor aigned or votoed tho bill for
the resson that it is unconstitutional decauss in vioclation of
Artilcls 3, Segtion 58, of the State lOonstitution, whish pro-
vides that - ¥The Lnsi:latnrw shall not, excopt as otharwiase
provided in this Constitution, pass any locel or special law
regulating the affairs of # # & sohool districta." Prior to
Jamary 1, 1987, the Legislature was gsuthorised by Artiocle 7,
Section 3, to provide for the formation of achodl districts by
aenorsel or special law, and this was held to be an exception
to Article 3, Section 56, supra, btut the 1087 amendment to
Ssctlon & of Artlisle 7 authorized the Legislature to provide
for the formation of schoo}l diatriets by general law; thereby
destroying the only exception to the of the Legislature
to pass loocal or special laws regulating the affairs of scheol
districts. County School Trustees of Orange County, ot al.,
ve, Distriot Trusteos of Prairie View C. 3. D. #3, 153 s, we
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It is our opinion that Houase Bill Wo, 457, onacted

by the Porty-eighth Legislature, is abaclutely vold, and that

toe County Superintendsnt and County Board of Trustees of
Madison County are not authorized to assume control of the
c?appgll Htll Independent Sohool Distriot, under authority
of said Aot,

Yery truly yours

ATTRC a6 31, 1943  ATTORHEY GIMERAL OF TZXAS
ATICFSEY STNRRAD CF TEXAR "' G F. Gioson
Asslatant
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